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Poems of Hope and Healing from an Iranian Human Rights Activist 
Echoes in Exile by Iranian Sheema Kalbasi is a stunning poetry collection that chronicles her struggle to confront the past and absorb a new culture
WASHINGTON, D.C. –Echoes in Exile is Iranian human rights activist and director of the Poetry of Iranian Women Project, Sheema Kalbasi’s stunning collection of poetry.  Each sharp and moving poem explores Iran’s present and future, as well as Kalbasi’s own self-doubts and quest for identity. 
What does it mean to be a stranger in a strange new land? Born in Iran and now living in the United States, Sheema Kalbasi examines her heritage and the tortuous road to her new home in America through this gorgeous collection of poetry. In clear, crystalline prose, she retraces her steps, along the way making deep observations about love, loss, life and the character of the exile. Kalbasi writes eloquently about the mistreatment of religious and ethnic minorities and her goal is to humanize the Iranian people to the general community.  
“Kaddish” is a cry of pain to the Middle East, “Dark Moods” takes up her emotional state, while the poem “Birthday” is a wish for life through the pain. Delicately wrought and deeply felt, these poems are unflinchingly honest and abundantly meaningful, serving as a cry for human rights that will reverberate in every person who reads them.
“Sheema, a world citizen, shows in this powerful book, that just as the Earth is gold at its core, moving hot liquid, she does, too.” –Birgitta Jondsottir, editor of The Book of Hope.

For more information or to request a free review copy, please contact the author at skalbasi@gmail.com. Echoes in Exile is available for sale online at Amazon.com, Borders.com, and through additional wholesale and retail channels worldwide.

About the Author
Iranian born Sheema Kalbasi is a human rights activist, poet and translator. The director of Dialogue of Nations through Poetry in Translation, the director of Poetry of Iranian Women Project, and the poetry editor of Muse Apprentice Guild, she is also the associate director of the Other Voices International Project. Many of her works have been published or translated; others are forthcoming in various anthologies, literary journals and online magazines. (1)  She has worked for the United Nations and the Center for non Afghan Refugees in Pakistan, and in Denmark. Today she lives with her husband and daughter in the Washington D.C. area.
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